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This book “Immigrants and Marginal Men in Paule Marshall’s
Fiction” is a serious attempt to delineate the manifestations
of racism, cultural imperialism, the subjugation of women,
and the marginalization of men as found in the fiction of
Paule Marshall.
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A PANORAMA OF TABOO RELATIONSHIP AND QUEER ISSUE OF
HOMOSEXUALITY IN MAHESH DATTANI’S DO THE NEEDFUL

N. Harit Portia
Ph.D Research Scholor (Full Time), Department of English, Thiruvalluvar University

Dr. K. Ravichandran
Associate professor, Department of English, Thiruvalluvar University, Serkkadu, Vellore

Abstract

THis paper is an altempt o explore the emotional predicament of the gays who are tom between social tradition and individual's
s of sexual pleasure. Mahesh Dattani as an exponent of modern Indian drama probss deep on the portrayal of the suffering and
Ssiegstion of the downtrodden and marginalized people who, still today venture not to voice their pains and problems. In the play Do
= Needful Dattani highlights the clash befween the homosexuals’ feslings and the estabiished accepted notions of the society which
= et permit an individual to lead life according to the call of his or her conscisnce. Thus the play outlines how a gay man is forced to
W= 2 5% alien fo his nature by the tremendous hegemony of mainstream patriarchal society.
ey words: Marginalization, Homosexuality, Patriarchal hegemony.

Mzhesh Dattani a protuberant voice of the subalterns
= % contemporary Indian dramatic scenario philosophies
®e anxiefies and difficulties of the downtrodden and
maronalized people of the society. He brings out the odds
e ©ibles of the society for emancipating individual self
o e evil grip of the contriving social patterns. He
&=oes the miserable problems and hidden issues of
smm=mporary Indian society in his thought provoking
225 In the play Do the Needful Mahesh Dattani
Sescrbes how the heterosexual society marginalize the
Juesr and never ready to make a space for them. The
‘=s5an and gay people are born as human being in this
&= ke any other human being but they are deprived of
®er normal place and basic societal rights to love and be
owec. Dattani has been making painstaking efforts to
Sowcase the problems and sobbing of the marginalized
2=coie especially residing in our urban area with a sense
o anxiety, insecurity and rest. His plays record the
mustice meted out to the children, homosexuals,
w=rssexual, and other belonging to marginalized sections
oF our society.

The play Do the Needful is perhaps the first Indian
2=y 1o be broadcasted by B.B.C radio, staunchly dealing
W the subject of homosexuality. The play highlights how
= 22y man is forced to live a life, alien to his nature by the
=markable hegemony of conventional patriarchal society.
= 5s play Dattani, carries out the intricacy of homosexual
w==fonship which is forbidden and dismissed as
samething unnatural and undesirable. It is considered as
e 3boo issue.

Dattani once again points at the shared spaces

between women and gay men both under the

fremendous hegemony of patriarchal society that
forces them to conform and live lives that are alien to

their nature. (1)

The play Do the Needful revolves around two Gujerati
family and the Gowda family. It focuses on the discussions
for an aranged marriage between Alpesh and Lata.
Alpesh, the protagonist is a divorced man of thirty years
and a gay. He finds Mr.Trilok as his soul mate as he finds
all his emotional gratification in him. On the other hand
Lata, a south Indian Kannada woman is twenty four and
notorious has her own reasons to stay uninterested to
Alpesh as she loves Salim, a Muslim boy. The Bride and
the groom are embraced in their own speculations.
Alpesh’s parents are anxious to see him married because
marriage will confer on him a social identity and the gay
will pass for a ‘straight. Alpesh who is a homosexual
knows and comprehends that he can't lead a sexually
peaceful life with a girl. He has been divorced earlier by his
first wife due to his homosexuality. So he feels somewhat
indifferent and detached to get involved in a marriage once
again. Alpesh has been indirectly threatened and
emotionally blackmailed by his mother with tears, at last he
surrenders and agrees to get married and says,

“Yes All right. | give up. If you like her, | will marry

her. (125)

Here Mahesh Dattani displays or discloses how well-
known norms of society supress and restraint individual
desire and passion causing mental agony to the persons
concerned.
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Lata's parents are also bearing in mind for a speedy
man-iagé as she has brought dishonour to her family by
indulging in an affair with a Muslim terrorist Salim. They try
their best to hide it from their caste people when they could
not do it; they simply became ‘broadminded’ to select a
bridegroom from other casts. The existence of extra
marital relationship and the premarital sex in Indian culture
has been openly portrayed through the character Lata,
According to the parents of Lata, having premarital sex
even with a boy of other caste doesn’t matter, but it must
be done behind the screen and should not be unveiled to
their specific caste or religion,

Alpesh and Lata express their reluctance for the
family oriented arranged mariage. Lata pleaded her
mother and voiced her desperation to live with Salim. Her
desire and craving to live with Salim ended in vain. Her
helplessness and her parents' wrath are well expressed in
the following conversation.

Lata: Please Ammal Please don't insist | agree to

this! You are ruining my life,

Prema Gowda: You should have thought of our fives

before sleeping with that Terrorist!

Devraj Gowda: Lata, go fo your room

Prema Gowda : You have ruined our lives! (122)

Homosexuality and sex outside marriage, tabooed in
Indian society, can be exercised in silence and private
only. They are seen as matters of shame, hush-hush
affairs, not accepted by traditional Indian peaple in general.
On the basis of the values and customs the characters in
this play are forced by their parents to fulfil their parents’'
wishes by marrying, Though the parents of Alpesh and
Lata have their own caste honour they cannot endorse this
in their children's well known ‘immoral” act. Dattani’s Do
the Needful is a fabric of complex relationships, which
exposes the fact that the understanding of marriage today
has lost its holiness and is nothing but a compromise to
promote personal ends. This shows that Alpesh and Lata
are compelled to marry each other angd they compromise to
‘do the needful’.

Dattani is a writer who always thrusts the invisible
issues forward so that it can be visible to the people and
they must face this shocking reality and come to an
understanding that such issues are taking place in their
OWn country. In modern India the minds of people has
been set with the wrong belief that homosexuality is a
madern phenomenon. Existence of homosexuals in nook
and comer endures for many centuries. Gay faces many
obstacles and they do not feel like liberated men and are
enforced to live a life of fake within the norms of
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heterosexual society. They feel and express the desire to
lead a normal life like others but are compelled to hide their
reality, and lead an isolated life in their confining spaces.

Alpesh suffers a lot due to his sexual orientation. He
Is never allowed to speak ahout himself in the presence of
his parents. The burden of petriarchal hegemony is so
much that Alpesh feels nervous all the time. His parents
decide to do the needful to a great extent o find a suitable
way to get rid of their subversive children. Mahesh Dattani
believes that majority of people in the socisty lives in a
state of ‘forced harmony’. To live the [ife in harmony is
something which refers to the life which is being enjoyed
naturally. But in the plays of Mahesh Dattani almost all the
characters except few five in a state of forced harmony,
Under the terms and conditions of society the people are
forced to live disharmonious [ives. Here Dattani tries fo
bring awareness among the people and points out that
gays and lesbians are part of our society but they are not
given their proper social status and rights.

Humans originally put a taboo on homosexuality
because they needed every bit of energy fo produce and
raise children - survival of the Species was a priority. With
over population and technological change, that taboo is
absurd and continues only to exploit us and enslave us, (2)

Lata comes to know about Alpesh's real identity,
Alpesh's homosexuality is exposed to Lata when she
surprises him and the gardener of her family having sex in
the cowshed, just as she is about run away with Salim.
Finally she decided to marry Alpesh so that they can lead
separate sexual lives and also keep up the appearance of
a happy couple. As 3 subaltern, he gives complete
freedom to his wife to do as her wigh. Both of them will
provide each other adequate space and freedom to do
things whatever they like. In this way along with their
happiness, they will also sustain the happiness of their
families and society.

Dattani in Do the Needful discover the aspects of the
forceful marriage customs that covers the Indian society
and brings out the final revelation of extra- marital affair.
The message of the play s that the people should do the
needful act not according to the iraditional rules but
according to individual's choice or will otherwise marriage
will always be a cage. No problem whether they are
homosexuals or iransgender what they need from people
are comfort, encouragement, self-dignity and self- respect
from the society. Forced harmony in the end brings the
sense of conflict that is always out of ‘control, Thus the
play ends with a sense of mutuality between the two.
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After his difficulties with Sister Carrie, Dreiser suffered
s breakdown and then opted to return to his career
sumalism. He produced no new fiction for almost seven

st: The Novels of
ayan Publishers

_- Song: African -

2ng women's magazine and took his dismissal as an
Slavery to the

unity to return {o fiction writing. The next fifteen years
siiuted a period of extraordinary productivity for
Se=ser, leading to the publication of four novels, four works
& Tavel narrative and autobiography, and numerous short
‘seres and skefches. He published what many critics
“=nsider to be his masterpiece, An American Tragedy, in
"SE5. Based on an actual murder case in upstate New
%ok, the book was hailed as a great American novel and
ge=neraled substantial profits. With his reputation and
Wances secure, Dreiser's productivity dropped off. he
“ompleted no other novels until almost the end of his life.
k= many American intellectuals of the 1920s and 1930,
Sr=ser was fascinated with socialism and the political
=periment going on in the new Soviet Union. In 1927 he
2=d a lengthy visit to Moscow. Upon his return to the
_nied Sates, he devoted himself to furthering proletarian
==uses and the Communist party. When he died in 1945 in
C2ffornia, his reputation as a writer and thinker was at low,
St later critics have largely revived his standing as an
mnovative author who defied genteel and romantic
waditions fo offer realistic portraits of human nature and
social conditions in America. Theodore Dreiser was praised
25 "the greatest living realist” of the early twentieth century.
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"HE PORTRAYAL OF SOCIAL REALISM: A STUDY OF THEODORE DREISER'S
SELECT NOVELS

G. Narayanasamy
Phd research Scholar, Dept of English, Thiruvalluvar University

Dr. K. Ravichandran
Associate Professar, Dept. of English, Thiruvalluver University

Combining a strong social conscience, & frankly deterministic view of (ife as a struggle for survival, and an honest representation of
=0 sexuallty, Dreiser's fiction helped to shape & generation of American writers and to mute the voice of censorship in American
= One of the foremost practitioners of American realism, Theodore Dreiser wrote novels and stories that explored such themes as
e lure of urban environments, the confiict between Old World parents and their Americanized children, and the hollowness
‘% American drive for matenial success. Dreiser's own life provided him with many of the experiences and concerns that he later

=i=d into his fiction. He was born into & large, impoverished family in Terre Haute, Indiana. His father, & German immigrant, iried fo
%3 children conform to strict Old World values and dogmatic Catholicism, but Dreiser and most of his siblings rebelled. At fifteen
= Isft home and took a series of odd jobs in Chicago. By 1899 Dreiser was settled in New York, editing @ magazine and selling his
=nce wiiting. With the encouragement of his friends he decided to try his hand at a novel, to be based on the life of one of his

Dreiser's novels often reflect the tension between parents
who immigrate to the New World and the children they
raise under its shifting cultural and moral values. And
although his works stand on their own artistic merit, Dreiser
is probably almost as famous for the literary censorship
that plagued him as much as for his writing itself. For
example, Sister Carrie (probably his best-known work...and
based heavily on his own sister’s affair with a married man)
almost did not get published at all because of its perceived
immorality. After much wrangling, the novel went on to
achieve great critical success, and Dreiser himself had a
long career, writing a total of twenty-seven works before he
died in 1945.Dreiser was the ninth of ten surviving children.
He grew up impoverished and did not graduate from high
school. A strict Catholic school upbringing fturned the
author off of Catholicism in general. Theodore Herman
Alpert Dreiser was born August 27, 1871, in Terre Haute,
Indiana, the eleventh of a dozen children. His father, John
Paul Dreiser, was a German Catholic immigrant who
eloped with and married, in 1851, A fire destroyed John
Paul's woolen mill; while he was rebuilding the mill, a
heavy beam fell on his head, seriously injuring him. During
his convalescence, the family lost virtually everything they
owned. Nearly penniless, the Dreiser moved to Terre
Haute, where Theodore was born. The father's fortunes
never improving, Theodore was reared in grim poverty as
the family underwent a succession of moves. His early
education came in Catholic parochial schools and the
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public schools of Warsaw, Indiana, where his family settied
in 1884. The most telling aspects of Dreiser's boyhood
were the persistent financial hardship, the numerous family
removals, and the ardent asceticism of his father's German
Catholic orthodoxy. Conseguently, Dreiser came to resent
bitterly his social and economic status, to develop a sense
of insecurity, and, ultimately, to reject Catholicism and later
religion itself At age sixteen, Dreiser left home fo seek his
fartune in Chicago. Awkward and tall, spindly and weak, he
hardly cut & dashing figure. Edgar Lee Masters, in The
Great Valley (1916), described him in a poetic portrait:

This unlikely caricature of a man had little success in
Chicago at first, but he eventually landed a steady jobin a
warehouse. There he became an avid reader through the
efforts of an older friend and former teacher. Encouraged
to make something of himself, he aftended Indiana
University for a year but returned in 1890 to Chicago and
various menial jobs. His imagination, however, had been
fired; his fireless reading continued, and he bumed fo
improve his lot.

Hoping to become a writer, Dreiser began the
application rounds at Chicago newspapers. In 1892, he
obtained a position as a reporter with the Chicago Globe.
Shortly thereafter, Dreiser accepted a job at the St
Louis Globe-Democrat, left Chicago, and began the
jounalistic career which he followed from city to city for
nearly a decade. His experiences in such cities as St.Louis,
Tolede, Cleveland, and Pittsburgh helped form his
maturing social views. Reporting on the activities of
impoverished strikers who battled against the economic
and social inequities preserved by such robber barons as
John D. Rockefeller, Andrew Camegie, and Jay Gould,
Dreiser was assembling the raw material from which would
spring his novels, with their bleak realism, their pessimistic
determinism, and his own rejection of capitalism and
subsequent conversion to Communism.

The 1890's were pivotal years for Dreiser. Not only did
he become a successful journalist and free himself from
material need, but he also took a wife and embarked on his
fiction-writing career. In 1893, he met and began to court
Sarah (Sallie) Osborme White, whom he married on
December 28, 1888. The marriage proved disastrous, and
Dreiser and his wife were separated in 1909. (In 1918,
Dreiser met and became intimate with Helen Richardson, a
distant cousin, though the couple were unable to marry
until 1944 because Sarah, to her death in 1942, refused to
grant a divorce.) Also in the 1890's, Dreiser began to write
commercial short stories and articles with some success,
and, in 1899, he began his first novel, Sister Carrie,
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completed in 1900 and accepted by Doubleday, Page anc
Company.

Sister Carrie introduced the major themes and sociz!
attitudes that characterize Dreiser's powerful fiction. A
study of Carrie Meeber, a small-town innocent who comes
to Chicago and falls into temptation, Sister Carrie clearly
draws upon Dreiser's memories of the similar fate of two
older sisters. Weary of her shoe-factory job (depicted in the
muckraker style of the 1890's, with lascivious bosses and
inhuman working conditions), Carrie slips into a romantic
ligison and becomes a kept woman. Eventually, after
playing mistress to several others, she achieves great
success as an actress. In contrast to the authors of typical
“fallen woman" stories of his era, Dreiser refused to punish
Carrie. Instead, he presents no clear villains or heroes and
offers no moral judgments. Through a combination of fate,
character weaknesses, and a corrupt capitalistic society,
Carrie and her principal lover lead heartbreaking lives.

Sister Carrie also marked the start of Dreiser's lifelong
battle with censorship. Recommended by the well-known
naturalistic author Frank Norris, Sister Carrie was
contracted for publication by Frank Doubleday, though he
had not read the manuscript. Later (supposedly because
Mrs. Doubleday read the proofs and expressed stunned
horror), Doubleday tried to avoid publication. Stubbornly
insisting on the contractual terms, Dreiser forced
publication, but Doubleday printed only a minimum run,
sent no review copies, and made no advertising effort.
Selling fewer than five hundred copies, the novel passed
almost unnoticed. In 1907, a second edition, brought out by
B. W. Dodge, met with considerable success, but the
pattern had been established, and Dreiser would fight &
running battle against censorship for the remainder of his
career.

Despondent over Sister Carrie's failure to achieve
either critical or financial success and plunged back info
personal economic chaos, Dreiser apparently suffered a
mental breakdown and became suicidal. After a sanatorium
confinement, he regained his balance and his passionate
drive for success. Accepting an editorial position at Street
and Smith, publisher of cheap magazines and dime novels.
Dreiser's business fortunes rapidly improved until, in
1907....

Theodore Herman Albert Dreiser was virtually the first
widely recognized American writer whose background
lacked connection with the White Anglo-Saxon Protestant
establishment; his father was a Catholic emigrant from
Germany, and Theodore grew up, with nine siblings, in a
relatively impoverished, strictly religious family. Dreiser
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w=ecied his father’s religion: he maintained a sympathy for
e poor and various relations with his brothers and sisters
“meluding the writer of very popular songs, such as "My Gal
2" Paul Dreiser), a number of whom provided him with
arotypes for his fictional characters, Leaving his Indiana
some at fifteen to go to Chicago, Dreiser was fascinated
w5 the raw and vital city, where he worked at a variety of
=0s, pausing fo spend one term at Indiana University
2=%re beginning a career as a journalist,

From Chicago this career took him to St. Louis,
S=sburgh, and New York, where he eventually became
=siablished as a successful magazine editor. In 1908 he
waried his first wife; the marriage lasted until her death in
341, with many problems, some of them reflected in
sories such as ‘Free” and “Chains.” Although his
wumalistic experiences had given him potential material
and writing practice, Dreiser was late in turning to fiction;
s first short story was not completed until he was twenty-
=ght, but having begun, he went on to write other stories
2nd have his first novel, Sister Carrie, appear in 1900.
While Sister Carrie, in which the heroine loses her virtug
and survives, unrepentant, was in effect suppressed by its
publisher because of its unconventional morality, Dreiser
was launched upon his career as a writer of fiction.

Subsequent financial troubles, a partial mental
breakdown, marital problems not unrelated to Dreiser's
apparent constitutional aversion fo monogamy, and
continual attacks by the literary, moral, and economic
establishments, rather than permanently halting this career,
provided it with raw material. With the appearance of his
novel An American Tragedy, Dreiser, at fifty-four, finally
achieved significant financial success and  wide
acceptance, although his difficult personality, sexual
varietism,  drinking, anti-Semitism, and communist
sympathies kept him involved in contraversy. Near the end
of his life he both developed an interest in Eastern
mysticism and joined the Communist Party. He died in
1945,

Theodore Herman Albert Dreiser was born in Terre
Haute, Indiana, on August 27, 1871, into a family of
German Americans. His father, John Paul Dreiser, was a
weaver by frade, and from the time of his entry into the
United States (in 1846), he had worked westward in an
attempt to establish himself. He induced Sarah Schanab
(later shortened to Shnepp), the daughter of an Ohio
Moravian, to elope with him, and they settled near Fort
Wayne. John Paul became the manager in a woolen mill
and soon amassed enough funds to build his own mill in
Sullivan, Indiana. In 1870, the year before Theodore's birth,
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the mill burned, John Paul was seriously injured, Sarah
was cheated out of the family property by unscrupulous
"yankee trickery," and..,

Theodore Dreiser began his wriing career as a
Journalist, and his novels incorporate journalistic content
and fechnique. By relying heavily on real experience,
Dreiser was able to represent the longings of Americans,
especially young, urban Americans, who, like himself,
wanted success but often experienced failure. His father
had been a skilled weaver, but by the time Dreiser was
born, the ninth of ten children, his father had failed, and the
family lived in poverty, moving from house to house, city to
city. On one occasion the family was humiliated and forced
to move when one of Dreiser's unmarried sisters became
pregnant. Although his father was unable to support the
family, he attempted to maintain a rigid Catholic
morality. The son of a desperately poor and narrowly
religious family, Because Dreiser was unable 1o find work
in this community, he and Sarah eloped to Dayton, Ohio,
but returned to Fort Wayne, Indiana, before their first child
was born.At first, the elder Dreiser tried to build a secure
life for his family, establishing his own woolen mil at
Sullivan, Indiana, in 1867. Unfortunately, the mill burned to
the ground just when it was starting fo...

In all of his works, Dreiser portrayed society
realistically. His observations of life taught him that human
destiny is often affected by accidents of fate and by deep
human yearnings or drives—particularly the drives toward
money and sex. Yet Dreiser never felt that people are
totally at the mercy of these forces, with no will of their
own, even though individuals who are emotionally strong
by nature seem more successful in coping with fate and
drives than those who are passive or weak. Dreiser treated
all of his characters with sympathy, however, proving
himself to be a man of compassion.

Carrie soon embarks on a quest for work to pay rent
to her sister and her husband, and takes a job running a
machine in a shoe factory. Before long, however, she is
shocked by the coarse manners of both the male and
female factory workers, and the physical demands of the
Job, as well as the squalid factory conditions, opening a
vista of material possibilities to her. The next day, he
rebuffs her feeble attempts to return the money, taking her
shopping at a Chicago department store and securing a
Jacket she covets and some shoes. That night, she writes a
good-bye nate to Minnie and moves in with Drouet.

Carrie’s dissatisfaction only increases when she
meets Robert Ames, a bright young scholar from Indiana
and her neighbor's cousin, who introduces her to the idea
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that great art, rather than showy malerialism, is worthy of
admiration.
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Abstract

Alice Walker in her novel The Temple of My Familiar made a great effort to reveal the potentialify of black people and they ==
being ignored by the majonity of healthiest people whose power is high against the heart of black peopls. The most intriguing scemes
dealing with racism, | think, are the ones taking place in Africa. On the one hand, Africa is the homeland of black people and == &
rightfully belongs to them. Consequently, when white people come there and discriminate against the blacks, this seems even mom
unfair than when they do so elsewhere, the novel sither is an artist from the start, or becomes one as part of their spiritual developmess
Zedé the elder is a beil chimist and a failor, Zedé is a failor as well, Arveyda is a musician, Hal a painter, Lissie a painter ang 2
storyfeller, Ola is a playwright, Eleandra was a painter, Nzingha's mother made murals in their hut, Fanny becomes a masseuss —
massage, in her case, could be said to be an art — and a playwright, Carlotta becomes a bell chimist just like her grandmother ams

Suwelo takes up carpentry.

Alice Walker in The Color Purple mainly paying
attention on relationships within black community especially
the prevalent sexism and brutality in all the ways which she
fried to emphasize; she touches again more at length on
the race issue in The Temple of My Familiar. With the six
main characters as well as most of the other ones being
black along with musical memories, Walker can freat
several dimensions of the problem, leading us to
understand that racism is age-old and has existed between
all sorts of people. Walker in her novel The Temple of My
Familiar made a great effort to reveal the potentiality of
black people and they are being ignored by the majority of
healthiest people whose power is high against the heart of
black people. The novel opens with a description of how
the white patriarchal urban world encroaches on the rural,
matriarchal, native South American community where
Carlotta’s mother Zedé grew up. It also reveals how the
community's culture had to withstand the dominant culture
of the whites. The book relates instances of racism during
very different periods to illustrate this. Some examples:
Lissie clearly remembers the life ime in which she was sold
by her own uncle info slavery. Probably more than a
century later, Hal's father is not allowed into the house of
his friend Heath, because he is black, which some decades
later also happens to young Fanny, whose friend Tanya is
white as well. Hal and Suwelo's uncle Rafe are confronted
with the race issue when “white folks wanted [them] for the
army, to fight in the Great War, or so they said. The truth
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was, they wanted [them] to be servants for the white men
who fought. They wanted [them] to fight some people none
of [them] had heard of, and they were white folks, too.” (37)

The most intriguing scenes dealing with racism, !
think, are the ones taking place in Africa. On the one hand
Africa is the homeland of black people and so it rightfully
belongs to them. Consequently, when white people come
there and discriminate against the blacks, this seems even
more unfair than when they do so elsewhere. In that way.
Africa is presented as a kind of micro-cosmos, displaying
on a smaller scale all the things that are going on in the rest
of the world. Ola, Fanny's father, also fells his daughter
about how the white man came to Africa and made
everything go wrong. As he says: “the whites had done
terrible things to us; many of them would claim later that
they'd done nothing of the kind, simply because they knew
nothing about it. But beyond what they were doing to us, as
adults, they were destroying our children, who wers
starving to death ~ their bodies, their minds, their dreams
right before our eyes.” (307)

Yet, on the other hand, the scenes in Africa display
other significant things revolving around the race issue.
First of all, the Africans show a profound race pride
themselves. Even Africa, the government throwing out 2
majority of the white man's laws, because they oppressad
the native population, decided that the one law they would
surely keep the one forbidding interracial marriage. This
proved they had as much race pride as the white man. Ths
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pride is sustained by a myth in which the white man is seen
as the “prodigal son of Africa" (309).

The book on several points criticizes how little black
community itself has leared from the painful experiences
of slavery, white domination and racism. Ola's art, as
Fanny argues, for example also gives insights. Black man
and black women who should have got the equality in their
own operation to survive in the nation well. Black people
are being criticized in different way where white man is
entertaining the situation, when they are not in the mood of
happy. Generally in the continents, the people have to
understand the power of individual human values and their
responsibility. Black people are guilty of sexism and other
forms of oppression and misuse of power themselves.

Nzingha, Fanny's halfsister, draws the same
conclusion; “And | feel so frustrated, because the men can
aways run on and on about the white man's
destructiveness and yet they cannot look into their own
families and their own children’s lives and see that this is
just the destruction the white man has planned.” (255) Yat,
what makes the book especially interesting is that Walker
also illustrates how racism works both ways. The two most
striking examples are Hal and Fanny. As Lissie tells
Suwelo, Hal truly fears the white man. Fanny’s fear goes
further and is tumed into sheer hatred. It should be said
that, as was already indicated in the section above, the
overall message the book wants to convey about free less
environment especially to black people. Lissie, although
she herself claims to have almost no positive memory of a
white person and clearly is very proud to be a black
woman, has had the experience of being white. She has
used that experience to harmonize within herself and does
not let racism devour her inner peace and wholeness. It is
obvious that racism is a destructive force that only leads us
away from our goal as a human being.

We might expect her novels to treat the gender issue
In great detail. This is indeed the case for The Temple of
My Familiar, although we should add that it is not as clear
cut as it may seem. In comparison to her most famous
novel, The Color Purple, for example, Walker devotes far
more aftention to her male characters, as they constitute
fifty percent of the main characters. Although each of the
male characters still has to learn something and is not quite
perfect as a person yet, their portrayal is strikingly less
harsh than that of Mr. in The Color Purple, which was
criticized extensively for putting forward a very negative
view on men. Yet, as she herself indicates, Mr. embodies

i Walker's belief that people can develop positively, a view

e .
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that is present even more explicit in The Temple of My
Familiar. However, it should not surprise that the one
character having reached the status of wholeness from the
beginning of the novel already and who consequently
Serves as a guide is a woman, Lissie.

Then the novel implicitly, yet effectively, criticizes
some of the most important aspects of our current sexist or
pafriarchal society (e.g. religion, marriage, government,
academy,...) by numerous references to matriarchal
systems. Such ancient matriarchies are opposed to the
present-day institutions that Fanny describes as “unnatural
bodies, male-supremacist private clubs.” (274). The present
situation is traced back to the point where everything went
wrong. Whereas up to that moment men and women lived
in separate fribes, visiting each other regularly and living in
perfect harmony with each other, themselves and the
nature and animals surrounding them, at a certain moment
men and women merge. It is during the lifetime in which
Lissie is a lion that this happens. Ever since that moment,
men and women have allowed for a patriarchal system to
develop, in which women were treated badly. Even black
men, who should have leamed from their own oppression
by white people, are guilty of this.

In The Temple of My Familiar. First of all, women, in
order to be fully appreciated as women, should explore
themselves in every possible way, meaning: also sexually.
They have to come to terms with their own sexuality, know
and appreciate their own body, before they will be able to
enjoy a sexual relationship with a man. In The Temple of
My Familiar, sex is referred to in two ways. On the one
hand, there is unfulfiling sex, for example, the sex Suwelo
forces both Fanny and Carlotta to have with him and onto
which he projects his male-oriented fantasies. For example:
he tries to force Fanny to wear sexy lingerie and tells Lissie
and Hal how: “[slhe felt terrible. She cried and said she felt
degraded.” (281) It should not come as a surprise that
Fanny later confesses to him that she has never
experienced an orgasm with him. On the other hand, there
is the type of sex that is possible only if both the woman
and the man value the woman for being 2 woman. It is the
sex Arveyda and Fanny have at the end of the novel. But,
in order for this to happen, Fanny has to come to terms with
her sexuality herself. Just like Shug made Celie aware of
her “little button” (The Color Purple: 83), Fanny is helped as
well:

Fanny thinks of the years during which her sexuality
was dead to her. How, once she began to understand
man’s oppression of women, and to let herself feel it in her
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own life, she ceased to be aroused by men. By Suwelo in
particular, addicted as he was to pornography. And then,
the women in her consciousness-raising group had taught
her how to masturbate. Suddenly she'd found herself free.
Sexually free, for the first time in her life. At the same time,
she was learning fo meditate, and was throwing off the last
clinging vestiges of organized religion. (389)

This view on religion as explicitly different from the
patriarchal Christianity is supported by the stories of
Lissie's past lifefimes in which she relates how in the
beginning of civilization people worshipped mothers and
goddesses, instead of male figures. As in the essays of In
Search of Our Mothers' Gardens, there also is a lot of
reference to artists in The Temple of My Familiar, Most
strikingly almost every single character in the novel either is
an artist from the start, or becomes one as part of their
spiritual development. Zedé the elder is a bell chimist and a
tailor, Zedé is a tailor as well, Arveyda is a musician, Hal a
painter, Lissie a painter and a sforyteller, Ola is a
playwright, Eleandra was a painter, Nzingha's mother made
murals in their hut, Fanny becomes a masseuse -
massage, in her case, could be said o be an art — and a
playwright, Carlotta becomes a bell chimist just like her
grandmother and Suwelo takes up carpentry. Besides the
characters being artists, there are also some references to
real life artists, not by accident mostly women and artists
presumably very influential for Walker herself: Lissie's
grandmother is compared to Scjoumner Truth (102), Bessie
Head stays in the same hotel in Africa as Fanny (176),
Fanny talks about an exposition of Frida Kahlo to her
therapist (326) and about Nella Larson to her father (341).

Eventually, as an artist you have a social function in
general. This suggestion is clearly reminiscent of what
Walker says about artists in her collection of womanist
prose (cf. supra). As Nzingha says to Fanny: “Writers don't
cause trouble so much as they describe it. Once it is
described, trouble takes on a life visible to all, whereas until
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it is described, and made visible, only a few are able to se=
it.” (261). Moreover, beside their general social function of
informing people at large, they have also a guiding funcfion
for specific individuals in their inner circle. Sometimes they
can see things more clearly which allows them to show
their beloved ones the path they should follow that artists
are the messenger but they are not slave and art which
every people should understand.
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The first of its kind in Tamil, Karukku was not only the firsl
Dalit autobiography but achieved a specific identity, h.avll'lu
written by a Dalit Christian Woman. Dalit movements do-m.lrlnt!l-‘l
mostly by men had a tendency to sideline issues Cf:)ncern'l ng Dalil
women. The Dalit women were compelled to voice their misery
doubled up due to caste and gender discriminatim?. The .reuull
was the rise of Dalit Feminism. As an exponent of Dalit Feminism,
Bama has found in Karukku the right space to artiCL'tlate the travails
and sufferings of Dalit women. Karukku thus'er‘l]oy? the unigue
recognition of being one of the first radical feminist discourses by
a Tamil Dalit woman.

‘Karukku’ means palmyra leaf and Bama finds many
congruities between her strife filled life and the saw edyed
karukku. As Bama herself describes in the preface of the ook
“The driving forces that shaped this book are many cutting m
like Karukku and making me bleed; unjust social structures thal
plunged me into ignorance”
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narrator’s journey to success. On the other contrary, Karukku is a
painful journey that is open-ended and many questions are left
unanswered. Itisnota “complete success story” like a conventional
autobiography. It is rather a revelation of the bitter reality of the
social ills confronted by a Dalit woman. Karukku is a reflection
of different themes like religion, recreation, and education, etc.
Through these perspectives, Bama gives us a clear picture of the
caste oppression meted out to the Dalit Christians not only by the
upper caste society but more so within the catholic church itself.
Bama has always had an inner urge to actively engage herself in
alleviating the sufferings of the oppressed. She becomes a nun to
fulfill her aspirations. But very soon she realises that the catholic
institutions are filled with caste prejudice and hatred. The book
Is about Bama'’s inner quest for self-discovery and the resultant
courage, which forces her to move away from the life of a nun to
live the life of a Dalit woman.

Bama has never heard people speak openly of untouchability
until her third standard in school. The first time she realises her

Bama’s Karukku is an autobiographical statement of whal il community’s pathetic state is ironically tinged with humour. As
ama ]

is to be a Dalit and a woman. A Dalit woman is a Dalit amons! she was coming back from school, she finds an elder from her
s to be a Da nan. o= ; : - .
Ith Dalits. She is thus doubly oppressed by her caste and gends "”*Etlhol’fhﬂg Ou’f a sm.all packet. of sn.ackS, in a string w1thf3ut
¥ 5 I osition is further endangered by her existis 'ouching it and giving it to a Naicker in the village. Bama first
i gL ' couldn’t help laughing out, looking at that funny sight. “The
as a Dalit Christian. manner in which he was walking along made me want to double
H Karukku focuses on three essential forces that gils \1p- [ wanted to shriek with laughter at the sight of such a big man
ence Karu ¢ : N3/ . Pt '
and sears Bama’s life, namely: caste, gender and rqllm tarrying a small packet an that. fashion.” (Bama 2000: 2?13)_ W}?en
i he established conventions of writing an autobloges he went home, she again fell in a bout of laughter while relating
bt fessional mode and avoids a linear nare that incident to her elder brother. But Annan (elder brother) did
perivzts thIe mtn ;‘SH? ;Jhy i.q a connected narrative, | ot laugh. He explained to her that the elder from the street was
conventional autobiography is : - e A o kreet w
author presents his/her episodes chronologically, The ‘arrying the parcel "I_“-' that because he was a parayan, an
o 1 xt*n ;in wcon in the authar's life cenerally {H1GANE intouchable; and the Naickers were tha tinmes cacbs s o ed T o
Al o© L] W & W "
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wouldn’t touch anything brought by the parayas. That inel
sowed the first seeds of fury and revolt in Bama,

2

The very thought that an important elder of her mmmm
should be put to such humiliation inl?uriatid her. .Th' _
questioning had begun. Bama began to wonder, “what did it mesn
when they call us ‘paraya’? Had the name become obscene? Byl
we too are human beings.” (Bama 2000: 13). Bama started to louk
out for means to uplift herself and her community from this
trampled existence. Her Annan shows her the ri gh't paih and telly
her that education is the only way to attain equality: “If you s
always ahead in your lessons, people will come to you of th'?-
own accord and attach themselves to you. Work hard a.md learn
(Bama 2000: 15).Her brother’s counsel proved to be influential
and from then on Bama took her studies very seriously and saw
to it that she always stood first in class. In fact, because of that lhf'
says, “Many people became my friends, even though I am
‘paraichi’”(Bama 2000: 15).Once the identity was rev-ealed, nhe
could sense “among the other students, a sudden rustling; a titte
of contempt.” (Bama 2000: 19)

It was against these odds that Bama completed her unde
graduation and B.Ed and decided to become a teacher. She worke!
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the order. She entered a particular order since she “ had read about
the woman who founded that particular order how she had done
50 for the sake of the poor and lowly; lived and died for them
alone. I wanted to be like her, living only for the poor and
downtrodden” (Bama 2000: 20-21).

Bama worked in a Christian Order where the Tamils were
considered inferior and a Tamil Parayar was the lowest of the lot
and held no esteem. Bama was admitted in the Order only after it
was confirmed that a convent had asked for her services. After
Bama became a nun, she joined the Convent with the single
purpose of serving the underprivileged. But to her horror she
found that the Convent is not devoid of caste consciousness. The
upper caste students enjoyed more status and respect from the
nuns. The nuns in the convent constantly threw insults and abuse
against the Dalit students. The Dalit children did jobs like
sweeping the premises, washing and cleaning the lavatories. The
nuns felt that “low caste people are all degraded in some way.
They think we have no more moral discipline nor cleanliness nor
culture” (Bama 2000: 22-23).

In the midst of the tyrannical nuns, Bama was * dying several
deaths within.” (Bama 2000: 23) The need for introspection

. becomes indispensable. She looks back on her own attitude
: rking there constantly P
5.8 Sayent an f Ow.id gt th:; I,mnih‘g; <5 dgtreated them willy towards Christianity and religious faith. She realises that religion
oppressed the Da¥1t children ?ltll h}'mg ns commenting on the Dallf Was forced on the Dalit converts ri ght from childhood. She recalls
contempt. She pamiull}’tfcahs t_ e}rll‘:ldrenl When they stay Bl how mechanically they were forced to attend the Bible classes

: " t the cheri chil ! ' : : :
children thufs ‘Lloo dal Eas round as potatoes, Bubioai lht*f"nd memorize the Psalms. The catechism classes and the morning
they i th‘?lr fill an oob ewndalal —just skin and bone," Pusai’ (prayer) was a must for all Dalit children. Absence from
state in which they come a}: r:; ¢ Bama was suddeniy S, the classes was severely dealt with. “The cane fell on us with the
. 17- t at Bar : {3¥e SR

(BaE\; QFJC{I)[]_ lzbﬁz):;j:;: n u;“and truly to help the Dalit il sharpness of a whip.”(Bama 2000: 71) So ironically fear was
wit eldeao

nstilled in the children to spread the Gospel of love! Even the
: el 2d i teacher and enterel S
She took a drastic step of resigning her job as a tea weekly confessions were to be learnt by heart:
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| praise the lord omnipotent. Bless me sami, for | haw
sinned, It is a week I made my last confession, lied f
times; [ stole five times, I have not obeyed my elders, |
was daydreaming in the church, I repent these and thowe
sins that I have forgotten saami. This was always *‘
formula. (Bama 2000: 73)

Religion itself was formulaic. It was only after Bama left schonl
did “the fear —bhayam, that [ felt towards God gra.dually left me,
and love —paasam grew” (Bama 2000: 87). In spite (.Jf all thews
mechanical drills Bama still had faith in religion; believed to I
spreading the message of love and brotherhood. Nobody in the
convent seems to insist that God is righteon..ls and would lw
angered by injustices and falsehood. “There is 4 great deal ul
difference between this Jesus and the Jesus who is r:nade knowi
through daily pieties” (Bama 2000: 90). Bama realizes that she
cannot live a life of duplicity and play a dual role. One has to be
true to oneself. Bama decides to leave the Order. B].lt “how long
can one play-act this way? Anyway it wasn’t possible for me. |
had toleave the Order come into the world” (Bama 2000: 93). Bama
thus “leaves one community (of religious womer?) in ord-er tojoin
another (as a Dalit woman).” (Holmstrom 2000: ix) H’avmg come
out of the religious order, Bama feels a sense of fulfll']ment um‘I
“belonging” to the community of Dalit Women despite tlfe fact
that she is economically insecure. Karukku is thus a pafthetlc ﬂlnll
moving statement of the suffocation and sup.:pressmn of the
trampled and marginalized existence of the Dalits.

Karukku is a revelation of the inner strength and vigour v
Dalit women represented by Bama, whose experiences op.en up
new perspectives for Dalit women. We find tha_t centur'lesmof
oppression have not succeeded in completely sapping the vita \
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and the inner strength of the Dalits. Dalit women, in particular,

ngth and vigour to bounce back against all
odds. If Karukku exploded with the realistic description of the
subjugated existence of the Dalits, Sangati celebrates
the resilience and dauntless spirit of the Dalit
Is under siege today, the major responsibility
secular politicians who make communal advance possible by
legitimizing communalism and helping it coming to power., [t js
unfortunate that there is no realization that the rising tide of
communalism and casteism can be stemmed only by an
Hncompromising secular stand. Bama's Karukku is not just an
autobiographical picture her anguish and sensibilities, but a
vibrant and, at the same time, poignant appeal to the cast-ridden
socio-cultural, political, and religious context.

have enormous stre

with pride
women. If equality
for it rests with the
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INTER CASTE ANIMOSITY IN BAMA'S KARUIKKU

Untouchability is the result of the travesty of the Varnashrais
dharma of Hinduism. It is a kind of socio-religlous slavery
imposed upon the Dalits. The Caste Hindus outcast them il
pushed them beyond the periphery of Hindu religion and cultu
For ages together, untouchability has been an Indian Ao
and the raison detre is Hinduism.,

Dalit literature is a literature of protest, pain and agony. s
beginnings can be traced to the undocumented oral folklore gl
tales of the past decades. The time has come for Dalit writers &
not only lament their subjugation but also to simultn!‘lﬂﬂ}tl‘?
celebrate with pride the dauntless spirit of the Dalit women. This
paper seeks to explore how Bama’s Karukku proves (o be o
testimony to this significant changing trend in Dalit iterature
“Dalits, x:vho have for so long been treated as commoditien oWl
up by others must shout out their selfhood, their ‘I' when (hey
rise up”(Gautaman 1995: 97).

India happens to be one of the world’s largest democracion
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debased existence. After centuries of suppression, the Dalits are
in the struggle for emancipation under the liberation movement
spearheaded by Babasaheb B. R. Ambedkar, who believed that

only education could bring about a change in the oppressed lives
of the Dalits.

In Tamilnadu, Dalit writing came to existence nearly two
decades after the Marathi Dalit movement. Tamil Dalit writing
scaled ascendance after the nationwide stir caused by the Mandal
Commission report and the Ambedkar Centenary of 1994. During
the past sixty years the force of Periyar’s rationalist thou ght, the
spread of the Dravidian Movement's ideas, and the introduction
of Marxist political and economic philosophy have provided a
much more opportune context in Tamil Nadu, Here the Dalit
uprising is not confined only to the expression of Dalit literature,
Un the contrary, Dalit literature came about as part and parcel of
anti-caste struggles, agitation for reserved places in the interest
of social justice and political protest for economic equality.

Dalit writing has placed the Dalits on the tracks of self-
realisation and equality. It has above all helped, in the words of
Raj Gautaman, “to awaken the Dalit who lies asleep within the
conscience of all people of all castes.”(p.97) Secondly, it has also
instilled amongst the Dalits a confidence and pride about their
existence. It is thus laden with the twin objectives of liberation
and proud reflection of Dalit culture.

After the setting up of the Dalit Panthers Party, a number of

but ironically being a caste structured society, it is here we find wutobiographies were written in Marathi followed by Kannada.
large section of people living a life of subjugation and insuf FOrBIe ¢ the spate of autobiographies in Marathi did not find headway

sadness. The caste or varna system in India has segrogated
thousands of Dalits, from mainstream culture, to a subhuman

n Tamil Dalit writing. It was only after two decades that the first

Jalit autobiography Karukku written by Bama arrived on the
iterary scene.







THE NARRATIVE STRATEGIES OF RESISTANCE
A Comparative Study of Bama’s Karukku and Miriam Tlali’s
Muriel at Metropolitan

K. Ravichandran and K. Thayalamurthy

Abstract

This paper comparatively aims at exploring the bottom of the caste system in India
and the apartheid system in South Africa in the literary works of Bama’s Karukku and
Miriam Tlali’s Muriel at Metropolitan. It argues that these two semi-autobiographical
works constitute literary resistance not only to the caste system and the apartheid
systen, but also to patriarchies. The social institutions of religion, law, politics, art
and literature glorify the dominant ideology of the Caste Hindus and Race Whites.
But, after centuries of suppression, Dalits and Blacks are now finding their voice, in
literature as well as through political activism. In many ways an arnt of downtrodden
politics, literature have become an effective tool in expressing the protest of these
communities against the domination of Caste Hindus and Race Whites. The protagonists
of these novels take the radical step of rejecting and identifiying themselves primarily
as Dalits and Blacks. Through an analysis of these two texts, the article discusses the
caste and race hierarchy prevalent in the world. It also explores larger ambiguities in
the construction of an identity of Indian Dalits and South African Blacks.

In the context of traditional Hindu society, Dalit status has often been historically
associated with occupations regarded as ritually impure, such as leatherwork, butchery,
or removal of rubbish, animal carcasses, and waste, Dalits work as manual labourers
cleaning streets, latrines, and sewers. Engaging in these activities is considered to be
polluting to an individual, and this pollution is considered contagious. As a result,
Dalits are commonly segregated, and banned from full participation in Hindu social
life. For instance, they are not allowed to enter the inner sanctum of a temple or a
school, and are threatened to stay outside the village.

Discrimination against Dalits still exists in rural areas. Even for everyday matters
such as access to hotel, school, temples and water sources, they have to wait patiently
till the upper castes’ turn is over. These sort of discriminations have largely disappeared
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in urban areas but they are camouflaging in rural areas. Some Dalits have successfully
assimilated into urban Indian society where caste origins are less obvious and less
important in public life, In rural India, however, caste origins are more readily apparent
and Dalits often remain excluded from local life, though some qualitative evidences
suggest that its severity is fast diminishing.

Based on caste norms of purity and hierarchy, all Hindus in India are seggregated
into Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaishyas, and Shudras. The “untouchables” were outside
the fourfold divisions of the caste system and were referred to as “Depressed Classes”
or “Harijans” during the colonial period. After centuries of suppression, in the 1930s,
Bhim Rao Ambedkar launched a fierce struggle against the established norms and
ideology of the caste system and denounced the Manusmriti which legitimated this
ideology. His movement interrogated the validity of the caste structure which meant
that Hindus in India are socially stratified, and rejected the system whereby an entire
section of society is relegated to a slavish, debased existence. Ambedkar opposed
terms such as “Depressed Classes” and “Harijans” which were imposed on the
untouchable communities. He insisted that the untouchable castes must identify
themselves as “Dalits,” which signifies both their oppressed state and their rebellion
against caste norms and values.

India seems to be one of the world’s largest democracies, but ironically being a
caste structured society, it is here we find Dalit people living a life of subjugation and
insufferable sadness. Therefore, Dalits articulated their dissent against the dominant
ideology not only in social and political platforms, but also through literary forms.
Dalit literature is a literature of protest, pain and agony. Dalit literature has become an
effective tool in expressing their protest against the domination of the caste Hindus.
Its beginning can be traced to the undocumented oral folklore and tales of the past
decades. Dalit literature as a genre was established in the 1960’s and 1970's when a
spurt of Dalit writings was published in Marathi and Gujarathi. Nearly two decades
later, Tamil Dalit writings marked its identity in the literary map of Tamilnadu.

Like Dalits in India, Blacks too were treated as slaves in different countries. They
were oppressed by white people by way of racial segregation. Bases of oppression,
such as casteism, racism, feminism etc., may differ, but segregation still exists in different
corners of the world. Blacks are still affected by racial segregation which may apply to
activities such as eating in a restaurant, drinking from a water fountains, using a public
toilet, attending school, going to the movies, or in matters of renting or purchasing of
a home. Segregation is generally outlawed, but may exist through social norms. It,
often allows, however, close contact in hierarchical citations, such as allowing a person
of one race to work as a servant for a member of another race.
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In South Africa, the Black people’s struggle against the government’s law of
segregation between the races arose in direct response to the implementation of these
laws. Because, Blacks were bound within the boundary of the apartheid system that
enacted a nation-wide social policy of ‘separate development’ with the national party
victory in 1948, following the ‘colour bar’ - discriminatory legislation dating back to
the beginning of the Union of South Africa.

In 1992, Karukku, the first Dalit autobiography in Tamil, written by a Dalit woman,
Bama, was published and was warmly received by readers and critics. Bama's
contribution to Dalit literature is significant in terms of use of Dalit vocabulary. Her
use of Dalit spoken idiom as her narrative voice gives a distinct resonance to her
writings. The author-narrator and the characters use the same non-standardized,
spoken Dalit vocabulary. Her writing celebrates Dalit women’s subversive strategies
to overcome their oppression. Her works lay a ot of emphasis on empowerment of
Dalits through education. She uses the confessional, and conversational mode of
narration in both Karukku and Sangati.

At the high-point of the Staffrider writer season, two women writers appeared,
whose historical importance is becoming clearer and clearer with the passage of time,
Miriam Tlali with her three novels, Muriel At Metropolitan, Amandla and Mihlot, and
Lauretta Ngcobo's Cross of Gold, have indicated a serious crisis in our literary culture
today. Muriel at Metropolitan is the first novel of Miriam Tlali, which can be regarded
as a fictionalized autobiography and it details her working experiences. Most critics
consider Muriel at Metropolitan as societal conscious of the system of apartheid. The
novel explores the relationship between black and white South Africans, particularly
at the working-place. Tlali also mirrors the oppression and exploitation of her people
and how the Apartheid regime maintains and applies its race laws. Muriel at Metropolitan
can be called in some quarters “Protest Fiction,” written with the express aim of exposing
the evils of the apartheid system and raising the political consciousness and confidence
of the black people of South Africa.

Karukku begins with the first person narration. The narrator moves from the past
to the present in exploring the varying manifold sets of different incidents which have
taken place in her life. It is a powerful portrayal of Dalit suppression. Karukku portrays
the Dalits’ life and their exploitation and suppression, as its author believes: “Dalit life
is excruciatingly painful, charred by experiences. Experiences that did not manage to
find room in literary creations”. (6)

The nucleus segment of the novel is the predicament of Bama as a Dalit Christian.
Bama’s life focuses on the festivities and rituals of her family and community. Bama’s
Karukku is an autobiographical statement of what it is to be both a Dalit and a Christian.
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Bama’s struggle is aggravated by her existence as a Dalit-Christian and a woman.
Karukku thus focuses on three essential forces that cut across and are seen in Bama’s
life, namely caste, gender and religion. “Karukku” means palmyra leaf and Bama
finds many congruities between her strife-filled life and the saw-cdged Karukku. As
Bama herself says in the preface to Karukku:

The driving forces that shaped this book are many cutting me like Karukku
and making me bleed; unjust social structures that plunged me into ignorance
and left me trapped me suffocating; my Own desperate urge to break, throw
away and destroy these bonds; and when the chains were shattered into
fragments, the blood that was split then; all these taken together. (xiii)

Karukku eschews the confessional mode and avoids a linear narrative, while
presenting a painful, open-ended journey at the end of which many questions are left
unanswered. By illustrating and discussing a number of such issues, Bama gives us a
clear picture of the caste oppression that Dalit-Christians suffer at the hands not only
of upper caste society, but even more 50 within the Catholic church itself. The narrator
has always had an inner urge to engage herself in alleviating the sufferings of the
oppressed. She becomes a nun in order to fulfill her aspirations. However, Very soon
she realizes that catholic institutions are also filled with caste prejudice and hatred.
Bama painfully recalls the nuns commenting on the Dalit children. Bama expresses her
grief:

The warden-sister of our hostel could not abide low-caste or poor children.
She’d get hold of us and scold us for no rhyme or reason. If a girl tended to
be on the plump side, she’d get it even more. These people get nothing to
eat at home; they come here and they grow fat, she would say publicly.
When we returned to the school after the holidays, she would say, look at
the cheri children! When they stay here, they eat the fill and look as round as
potatoes. But look at the state in which they come back from home just skin
and bone. (17-18)

This is about Bama’s inner quest for self-discovery and the resultant courage
which forces her to move away from the life of a nun to live the life of a Dalit woman.
Significantly, in this radical narrative Bama has deliberately avoided the usage of
standard written Tamil, consciously choosing, instead, the spoken Tamil of her
community; this choice signals Bama's courage in breaking away from the grammatical
rules of the dominant language, and, in a larger context, from the rules governing all
hegemonic discourses.

The narrative brings to light the trauma of an untouchable in a village which is
spatially divided along caste lines. The consciousness of being an untouchable comes
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to Bama when she saw an elder in her community holding out a small packet of snacks
on a string without touching it and giving it to a Naicker in the village.

She learns of the social structure of caste from her brother. He shows her the
right path ar_: advises her that education is the only way to attain equality. Her elder
brother opines:

Because we are born into the paraiya jati, we are never given any honour or
dignity or respect. We are stripped of all that. But if we study and make
progress, we can throw away these indignities. So study with care, learn all
you can. If you are always ahead in your lessons, people will come to you of
their own accord and attach themselves to you. Work hard and learn. (15)

The incident of an elder in her community holding out a small packet of snacks
shows the first seeds of fury and revolt in Bama. The very thought that an important
elder of her community should be put to such humiliation infuriates her and the self-
questioning begins. Bama begins to wonder, “what did it mean when they call us
‘paraya?’ Had the name become obscene? But we too are human beings” (13).

Karukku flouts the established conventions of writing an autobiography,
characterized chiefly by a connected narrative in which the author presents her life-
episodes. That illustrates the narrator’s journey to maturity and success. In this way
Bama illustrates all the atrocities to Dalits from the upper castes, with her own
experiences in Karukku. In her childhood days, she had bitter experiences at the school.
Actually she was not guilty, but the headmaster treated her badly. He scolds her in
the name of caste. When she protests, the headmaster tells her: “you the people of low
caste like the manner you have ... we can not allow you inside this school stand out
side” (16).

Because of this incident Bama is in agony. She has been ashamed ‘and insulted in
front of all the children. After that she gets suspended from the school. When she is
crying, a teacher advised her to meet the church priest with an apology letter. But the
priest said: “After all you are from the cherry, you might have done it. You must have
done it” (17). Though she does not commit wrong, she has taken the letter from the
priest. At the time of entering the class room, she expresses: “when I entered the class
room, the entire class turned around to look at me, and I wanted to shrink into myself
as [ went and sat on my bench, still weeping.” (17) It is very shocking incident and she
is confused by listening to the caste name particularly when she is not mature enough
to understand it at all. She does not harp on the humiliation. In the very act of
remembering the scene she has encoded the mode of resistance that constructs her in
opposition to the hegemonic structure of the caste system.
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Bama reflects over the words of her grandmother who works as a servant for
Naicker families. When she works in the fields, even small children would call her by
name, order her and command her ; children do all these things just because they
belong to the Naicker family. Bama’s grandmother, like all the other labourers, call
the little boys as Ayaa, which is another name for master. When the pariya or Dalit
women ask for drinking water, the Naicker women pour out the water from a height
of four feet, while the paraiya women and others drink water with their cupped hands.
When Bama tries to protest, her grandmother tells her:

These people are the maharajas who feed us our rice without them, how will
we survive? Haven't they been upper-caste from generation to generation,
and haven’t we been low-caste? Can we change this? (14)

Listening to this Bama feels terrible and concerned about the past generation for
their services to the upper castes as slaves and the way they are oppressed in the name
of untouchability, casteism, suppression, domination etc.

When Bama was working in a convent, the nuns in the convent spoke insultingly
about low caste people. They speak as if they do not even consider low caste people as
human beings. About low caste people the nuns’ notions are: “Low caste people are all
degraded in every way. They think we have no moral discipline nor cleanliness nor
culture” (22-23). In this connection, Ajay Kumar observes:

The condition of a paraiya under catholic church is not different from the ill
treatment that he or she suffers within Hindu society. Irrespective of their
religious affiliations or even financial position the low caste people suffered
humiliation from the dominant sections of the society. (13)

Bama wants to question the attitude of the nuns, but in the name of her vow of
obedience she is silenced. Stella writes: “she was disturbed and shocked to find that
the convent and the church are completely deviated from the doctrines they preached”
(95).

While discussing African American autobiographies, Selwyn Cudjoe writes, “A
public rather than a private gesture ‘me-ism’ gives way to ‘our-ism’ and superficial
concerns about “individual subject’ usually give way to ‘the collection subjection’ of the
group” (280). This is evident in Bama’s narrative, which does not name the village,
school or catholic order. She becomes a nun. Nayar argues that Karukku is more of a
testimony than an individual’s “life-writing” (83-100). The speaking of the subaltern
gives voice to the lived experiences of herself which is representative of the entire
community. As a testimony, Karukku thus becomes a collective autobiography of Tamil
Dalit-Christian communities.
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Miriam Tlali (1933, Johannesburg) is the first black woman in South Africa to
publish a novel. Her works seem to be semi-autobiographical. The novel taken for this
scrutiny is Muriel at Metropolitan (1 975). It touches upon a raw nerve of the apartheid
system in South Africa. Moreover, it explores the relationship between black and white
South African, particularly in the working place. Like Bama, Tlali also mirrors the
oppression and exploitation of her people. Muriel at Metropolitan, no doubt, exposes the
cruelty of the apartheid system and also raises the political consciousness and confident
to the black people of South Africa. Tlali addresses:

In South Africa, the aspirant African female writer has still to struggle to
remove the cobwebs of tradition, custom, and the colonial mentality...she
has to figure out for herself how to circumvent all male chauvinists who are
likely to lash out her as if she were a challenging force encroaching and
violating the sanctity of their exclusive domain. (Tlali 1984:26)

Tlali is not only for women and female writers in South Africa, but also for all
marginalized people around the world. Because the bases of marginalization depend
on casteism, racism, feminism etc., their primary goal is to get freedom from political,
economical, and social discrimination. Tlali’s aims are to break out of the traumatic
treatment marginalized people suffer at the hands of the dominated communities in
the world. The aim of marginalized literature is to recognize their own cruel experiences
and the driving quest for integrity and identity. Bama in India and Miriam Tlali in
South Africa hail from oppressed communities, whose narrative form of exposition
can be composed in ‘Vernacular’ and ‘Protest Fiction’ rather than in traditionalism and

conventionalism.

Tlali herself has stated in numerous interviews that her work is a deliberate tool
of the art of exposition. She has therefore shown very little respect for conventional
forms of literary projection. In a paper reading session at Amsterdam before the
Committee Against Censorship, she makes her position clear in defense of her works
against protest fiction critics and the Censorship Board. She defiantly charges:

To the philistines, the banners of Books, the critics...we black South African
writers who are faced with the task of conscientizing our people and ourselves
are the relevant audience. We are not going to write in order to quality into
your definition of what you describe as “true art” Our main objective is not
to receive ballyhoo comments on our works. What is more important is that
we should be allowed to reach our audience. Our duty is to write for our
people and about them. (199)

This indicates how far she identifies with her people’s liberation rather than an
imaginary world and also shows her narrative strategies of resistance against the
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apartheid system.

Muriel at Metropolitan details her daily working experiences in a furniture and
electronics store. The protagonist of the novel, Muriel, finds herself exposed to an
environment which actually becomes a microcosm of life in South Africa. Relationships
between the black and white people are explored in an insightful manner. Muriel’s
white colleagues behave in a typical manner that are frequently displayed in their
attitudes of themselves as superior and downgrading blacks as inferior. Blacks are
portrayed as the oppressed and the exploited. Her portrayal of the sensitiveness and
insecurity of the police personnel of the state is shocking. For instance, Muriel was late
for working one morning because she had to appear before the security branch at a
police station. Muriel’s niece had applied for a permit to visit her in South Africa. The
hawk-eyed security branch had to know the reason for her visit because she might
pose a threat to the security of the country. The following extract is a conversation
between Muriel and a white employee at metropolitan:

Where is she from? [The White Women asked]

From Botswana. [Muriel replied]

Where?

Bechuanaland

Why didn’t you say so them? What did you call it... Bo-What?

Botswana. It is not called Bechuanaland any more now.

Oh is that all, you were visited by the security police several time to say you
know who your sister’s daughter is. It sounds childish to me. What for?
Didn’t you ask? I was told it was for security reason. Our security might be
threatened by her visit or that of unknown persons, I understand that what
do you mean our security, who's our? The security of all of us, everybody in
this Republic that's why I've got to keep Mr. Bloch waiting and everybody
else.

And I thought to myself, to think that my poor little niece is not even aware
that she is so important that her innocent request to pay me a visit can be
regarded as a threat to the security of the great republic of South Africa.
(165)

It is a clear documentation of the South African reality prior to 1994. Muriel’s
white colleague exhibits ignorance, naively bordering on stupidity and a superiority
complex. In her rendering of the black experience, Tlali exposes and indicts the South
African social system. Throughout the novel Muriel is proud to show that she is
politically well-informed and not afraid to forcefully voice her opinions on racial issues.
For example, speaking her mind about the system of migratory labour she states:

Voice of Dalit

RE3

dERBAER

VLY



The Narrative Strategies of Resistance 127
A Comparative Study of Bama’s Karukku and Miriam Tlali's Muriel at Metropolitan

It is a system based on cheap labour, which undermines all law of morality
and decency, making nonsense of the concept of the family unit. On it the
mining industry in the Republic of South Africa has flourished. To my mind, -
it is comparable only with the slave trade. (60-61)

She openly declares her own political opinion when talking with her white co-
workers, Mrs. Kuhn and Mrs. Stein. Central to our discussion here is a black woman'’s
courage within this oppressive context to openly declare her political stance in the face
of her enemies:

I replied, ‘what you say about people being free to move and free to say
what they like is perhaps true of the white but not of the blacks. When I
want to visit a relation of mine in another location, I must first obtain
permission from the superintendent of that location. Otherwise if the police
find me there and discover that I do not live there, I can be arrested. As an
African, I can be asked to produce my pass at any time and anywhere and [
can be searched; also my house can be searched at any time of the day or
night. We are not free to move. Thousands are arrested every month for
offences involving movement. How many times have we sent someone out
to the police stations to pay a fine and plead for the release of our own black
workers here?

And about speech - the black are not free to say what they feel. How can
they? They may not hold political meetings. All political organizations have
been banned. The Blacks are voiceless.’Mrs. Stein scoffed, “‘what you mean,
voiceless?” They have no vote. They may not choose anyone to represent
them in a parliament, which makes law for them.” (178)

The above extract highlights the social maladies of Blacks in South Africa. In
Republic of South Africa, Blacks were not allowed to visit other locations within the
same country, apart from their own living place, without permission of the concerned
superintendent. Otherwise they would be arrested. Even though Blacks were voiceless
and adversely affected by political deprivation, the literary projection shows the
narrative strategies of resistance against the racial discrimination under the apartheid
system.

The novel, Muriel at Metropolitan, is an instance of an interactive style. Racial
hegemony is identified and revealed as performative, and thereby illegitimated.
Describing an act typifying, in the text, the racial attitudes of representatives of the
white race towards those of the non-white race, “you respect a ‘white’ person because
he is a fellow human being and what do you get? /you always get brushed oft” (62). It
indicates a citational practice, a social practice, re-enacted certainly in countless
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variations, but with one clear meaning: the reiteration of a hegemonic norm anchored
on a racial signifier. Here it refers specifically to social differentiations with economic
and political implications too.

Finally, Muriel rids herself of the guilt of having collaborated in her own
enslavement. She does not wait for her freedom to be given to her; she takes it. In
doing so she triumphs over the intentions of the apartheid system; she refuses to have
her life marginalized and she takes her fate into her own hands. Muriel’s self-awareness
is a triumph for her human dignity because she finally determines to define herself
rather than be defined by other forces. This type of ending to the novel is a reflection
of Black consciousness thought. Black consciousness teaches that blacks, in order to
rid themselves of the shackles of apartheid, must of necessity, first begin to be inward-
looking rather than aspire to be integrated into white society. Therefore Black
consciousness can be said to have its roots in the black intellectuals’ desire to rid
themselves of white liberal tendencies.

Early reviewers like Lionel Abrahams, William Pretorius, and Jane Mkhonza do
not mention Muriel’s resistance to patriarchal values. Instead, they read the novel as
focusing exclusively on race relations. However, Pretorius also aptly notes a theme
that indicates “the breakdown of order implicit in the tribal system, and ... the formation
of a new and homogenous society” (23). Abrahams perceptively discerns “the relative
novelty of the depictions of everyday life and ‘ordinary’ life experiences in Muriel,
traits that differ from the dominant tradition” (12-13). Randall claims that “Tlali’s
manuscript consisted of a large ring binder crammed with disjointed writing including
verses and prayers. It was clear, however, that embedded in this mass of material was
an interesting and original narrative” (9).

Thus, Tlali boldly upholds her political opinions and comments on the apartheid
system in her writings. But her intention in literary projection is not fully successful
because her voice gets muted in the form of editing of her original manuscript. For
this harsh editing, according to Randall, “Tlali attacked the [Ravan] press on racial
grounds and accused it of manipulating her works” (9). So while commenting of this
editing, Tlali defiantly says:

I wouldn’t call it edited, except that they took out certain portions. They
chopped it up... they actually removed chapters, paragraphs and so on, that
was painful, because it didn't have then all the things that I wanted to sort
out ... I knew that the African readers here in South Africa would not be
able to get those [Political] comments anywhere. (interview II, 1-2)

By comparing the edited versions of Muriel to Tlali’s original typescript of the
novel editing consisted mainly of an exclusion of the political, didactic material, which
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may not have agreed with the hegemonic literary conventions. Moreover, several
epigraphic verses, shown to evoke irony were excluded. Thus, Tlali’s voice is muted
and its ironic resistance of both apartheid and patriarchy are less pronounced than she

intended.
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‘Who visits these Mall Marts- the Great Indian Middle Class!
Who invests in Mall Marts- “The Conduit Class”! Who is
denied implied entry in the Mall Marts- the Majority Class of
Bharat! The democratic India elects by majority our
Parliamentarians, who oppose vociferously such moves, but
relent reluctantly before the emerging “Conduit Class” of
India. Nobody knows the truck, no one can guess the tuck,
but everyone is aware of the cut. Anyhow, We, the People of
India are proud to have Ultra Rich Class of 7, 730 persons,
who are our repository of wealth in billions; who have been
allowed to be our masters in trade, industry, governance,
now jostling to acquire our lands to reap rich harvest after
raising super structures and trading in land-blocks. , |

- Editorial

Rationalist
School
of thought
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A Research Article

HUMAN IDENTITY VS CULTURAL IDENTITY: A RE-READING OF
ERNEST J.GAINES' “A LESSON BEFORE DYING”

Emest ] Gaines is one of the most significant southern writers
i the midst of twentieth Century. Gaines' fictional works are based
on the African American culture. His styles generally expose the
wraditions of rural southern Louisiana, despite living most of his
adulthood elsewhere. The best works of Gaines' critically
acclaimed novels are, The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman
(1971) and 4 Lesson Before Dying ( 1993). Gaines has brought a
new awareness of African American contributions to the history
and culture of Southern America. Gaines has typically written first
person narratives that are about struggles and suffering of humble
black protagonists who have a strong attachment to the American
south ijand. Many critics observed the originality of Gaines' prose
style that he has enriched from contemporary literary trends as the
bestand the black art movements.

His eighth work of Ernest J Gaines's 4 Lesson Before Dying,
explores the relationship between human identity in black
traditional culture. The primary theme of his fiction especially in 4
Lesson Before Dying is the underlying community attitudes, values
and beliefs which pave the way to trace and discover the individual
identity of the black. As his fiction deals with the difficulties of
black American in the South, Gaines has considered an extra level
of significance, like the story of communal bond, which is the
characteristic of southern black folk culture.

In this story, a real picture is portrayed on how the black
culture has been dominated by the white culture with its emphasis
on community defined values and behavior. The western cultural
individualism is mainly playing the role of a catalyst to help the
suffered black people in the demise of the black folk world view, In
such cultural climate they act and find traditional solution no
longer viable. Keith E. Byerman describes it as:

“Like the older writer, they see the threat that a white

system of oppression in its economic, political, and

cultural manifestations, Poses for blacks, Also like him,
they see that the black folk culture provides ways to resist
that threat to a large extend Emest J Gaines and Mc

Pherson, like Ellison, structure their narrations by moving

characters between the black and white worlds. These

characters, often narrators, thus embody the dialectic that

pushes the narrative forward”. (4 1-42).

Gaines's 4 Lesson Before Dying is particularly an
Shestration of the conflict between community perspective and
mdividual needs. The action of the story revolves around two
soemg black men. The conflict in this novel further illustrates about
smpertance of the development of the social consciousness of the
Sisck Fefferson. Grant Wiggins, who is a black school teacher, tries
%0 s=ach identiny to Jefferson, a non-educated black labor who has
Seen sent 10 death for 2 charge of murder which he didn't commit.

“Gentlemen of Jury, look at him, do you see a medium of

mtefligence? Do You see any one have plan a murder...a

comered ansmal fo sirike quickly out of fear, but to
plan?._. I would as soon as put a hog in the electric chair as

this”. (7-8).

The novel exposes education. law, and religion as they all
have a part of social role, which produces human dignity and self-

C.Jayapal and DR.K. Ravichandran

respect. Jefferson feels that he has® experienced a change in
identity by the end of the novel. He recognized this change through
the decoding ofblack identity and black myths.

Gaines' 4 Lesson Before Dying is different in that it focuses on
this issue in a most divert way; the problem Grant and Jefferson are
facing is of redefining Jefferson, from his identity given to him by
the dominant culture, i.e. hog to a human of new identity. The task
before Jefferson and Grant take on enormous significance.
Jefferson is a 'hog' because the socially dominate system of
inscription, white supremacist atriarchy, deems him so. In effect,
for an act of redefinition on J eig‘erson and Grant's part to have any
lifelong impact, the totality of systematic networks of
authorization must be broken.

Jefferson’s symbolic central character is important in the novel
and Grant is the narrative voice, and he is the person having
primary responsibility of transforming Jefferson's status to that as
“man”. Grant makes it clear that even he as a black man, who has
become college educated, cannot express himself in the way he
wishes in his community. He finds his own freedom extremely
limited. He seems the future of his students to be lacking in any
advancement. He realizes that all works should have in future:

“And I thought to myself, what am I doing? Reaching

them all? They are doing exactly what the old men did

earlier. They are fifty years younger, may be more but

doing the same thing, those old never attended school a

day in their lives. Is it just a vicious circle? Am | doing

anything?” (62).

Grant does his role as a teacher who accepts no promise in
producing change in others; he finds that he must work for Blacks
to change the status of the dominant white supremacy. Grant does
the same work and teaches the same ideas that his own teacher
Mathew Antoine, had done a generation earlier. And Grant shares
bad feelings of Mr. Antoine's as well: “it doesn't matter anymore;
he said ‘Just do the best you can. But it won't matter” (66)

Grant realizes that the powerlessness of Jefferson is not so
different like him, while teaching and confiding structure of
White's law and education sgstem itself. The school house is a sort
of detention camp in which Grant is allowed to teach only the
ideology that will keep himself and his Black community
powerless. Grant even sees something hold in the way of Dr.
Joseph inspects the school children:

“And besides looking at hands, now he began inspecting
teeth, open wide, say”ahhh”-and he would have the poor
children spreading out their lips as far as they could while
he peered into their mouths at the university I had read
about slave masters who had done the same when buying
new slaves...”(56)

Gaines emphasizes the complete punishing function of white
and discovers the many “structure” select for the voice of white
patriarchy. Pichot and the town's male-controlled elite often take
refuge in Pichot's library, a structure designed to surround one with

the white, racist ideology. The Sheriffis often behind his desk atthe
prison, and the groups of white men who declare Jefferson asa
murderer are found within the confines of the courtroom. Even Dr.




Joseph is secure in his confining structure-the school house. The
connection is clear; these white men are so powerful not simply
because they are positioned in such architectural structures. But
their power is supported by the broad structures that they all, in
return, uphold and enforce.

Marx termed it as 'False Consciousness', “'False
Consciousness' or ideology is a mode of misrecognizing the true
nature of our material lives and social roles when we consume a
cultural artifact. It is a system of ideas, values, beliefs that we live
by, through which we perceive the world” (Nayar 130). These
broad structures are —of ideology, law, and ultimately language
itself- are literally and symbolically structure designed to preserve
white form of power. This structure is the display of power
structure that Foucault refers to when he speaks of broad entirety.
For black members of this southern community, such structures of
white ;;atriarchy are there to disempower, to criminal, to jail, and to
control.

The stress that Gaines puts forth in 4 Lesson Before Dying is
one similar to the revolutionary theory of Eagleton's; that
producing change is ultimately a stylistic act. If one's goal is to
change identity, one must challenge the dominant broad formation
themselves. Only with such a foundational change can hogs be
redefined. In challenging the white power structure, Grant does
know part of what he and Jefferson have to do:

“Do you know what myth is, Jefferson? ask him, 'a myth
is an old lie that people believe in, white people believed
that they're better than anyone else on earth and that's a
myth. The last thing they ever want is to see a black man
stand, and to show that common humanity that is in us all.
It would destroy their myth™. (192)

Grant understands that truth about common humanity is based
oh myth. In order to destroy the myth, it is their job to show its
falseness, Grant sees that white power is based on lies; he comes to
learn from Reverend Ambrose that to produce a feeling of power
for the black community, he must lie as well:

“Yes, you know, all right, that's why you look down on
me, because you know I lie. At wakes, at services, at
weddings-yes, I lie at wakes and services to relieve pain.
'cause reading, writing, and arithmetic is not enough, you
think that's all they sent you to school for? They sent you
to school to relieve pain, to relieve hurt- and if u has to lie
todoit, then you lie. You lie and you lie and you lie.” (218)

The lie that keep the black community so worried and keep
Jefferson from gaining his “manhood” are fixed deeply into the
social institutions that control discourse. Marxism also insists that

Ideology is the writings, speeches, beliefs and opinions
—cultural practices—that assert the 'naturalness’ and
necessity of economic practices .Ideology is an
instrument of power because it helps prop up the
dominant classes by naturalizing an exploitative
relationship...and preventing the recognition of
oppression by the oppressed. (Nayar 130)

If one can gain control of these institutions, one can control the
mythology that produce takes shape in the way that he, Tante lou,
Miss Emma, and the whole black community work together and
they effectively replace white super mastic mythology with one of
theirown.

In A Lesson Before Dying, the story arises under a conflict
between hog and man, the manhood and male responsibility is
determined there. The action of the story is filtered through the
consciousness of the black young man, Jefferson. The use of Grant
as narrator suggests that this story is a move towards the simple
narration of male conflicts. The centrality of the disagreement

between Jefferson and Grant to develop social consciousness is
implied from the very beginning of the story. Jefferson is an
observer in a long day's manhood learner. He has suffered as
community standards; latterly discovers his own identity because
of Grant's teachings. The lesson learned from the day's events
become as important, if not more so, for Jefferson's aunt treated as
he isaboy.

Grant doesn't feel any personal use of Christianity. His
position of the novel reflects the state of mind of young African
Americans active in the civil rights struggle. Butitis not personally
committed to religious faith. His viewpoint is broadening, but only
slowly in the process; he lays the ground work for the lesson that
will ultimately help Grant to teach Jefferson the knowledge and
rights of being a man. The major point of reverent Ambrose's
lesson is the uselessness of Grant's knowledge of “reading, writing
and arithmetic,” the teacher claims to be the limitations of his
responsibility, without any sense of indebtedness to his heritage.
Ambrose asks:

“To teach reading, writing, and arithmetic, Reverend”.

“What did you learn about your own people? What did you
learn about her—her' 'round there?” he said, gesturing towards the
other room and trying to keep his voice down.” (215).

And perhaps that potential is the most significant New
Testament connection of all. Christ's presence in the New
Testament signifies the promise of eternal life-not its fulfillment.
As with Christ, Jefferson's symbolic value has only begun in his
death. The point here is that A Lesson Before Dying, like the New
Testament, resists closure. It is a novel itself that confirms the
promise of the 'projective' power within the “appropriation of the
world” .The transformative power that Jefferson's word has on
Grant and on Paul is projected to readers in Grant's narration. The
novel itself becomes the promise for ahopeful change.

Through the conversations between Grants and Jefferson, both
discover the traditional definitions of manhood and male
responsibility. For Jefferson, the changing perspective on
manhood means a reevaluation of his conscious knowledge of the
world. Gaines makes it clear that 'being a man'; especially for a
black man in white south area, has more to do with assuming broad
power than with being male. Through Jefferson, Gaines has ignited
the spark of Black peaple to rediscover one self and others who has
been kept under unconscious subjugation of ideology produced by
the time social structures of White culture. Ultimately in 4 Lesson
Before Dying there is a metamorphosis of Black from hog to a
human being, there is a search towards the rediscovery of human
identity by deconstruction of the false culture of white and
reconstruction of Black culture, history, and past.
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THE PHENOMENAL USAGE OF DIALECT IN HARDY’S
TESS OF THE D’URBERVILLES

Dr. K. Ravichandran and N. Harit Portia

Introduction

Thomas Hardy (1840-1928) an English novelist and poet of the naturalist movement born, raised and lived
aearly all his life in the Dorset region of England (known in his novels as Wessex). He spent his childhood in a
fertile rural region, full of old folk superstitions. ballads and fatalistic beliefs, At the same time, modern industrial
life was sneaking into Dorset and its old style agrarianism (farming life) was fast disappearing. In many ways,
Thomas Hardy lived between the old world and the new, trying to fashion a lull between the two in his fictional
creations. Hardy's writing style is simple and verbose. His sentence structures are not long or very complicated but
the difficulty in his work comes from the way he uses a lot of imagery and describes the setting in great detail.
W hile each individual sentence may not be difficult to understand. it is the way the various sentences fit together to
torm a whole picture which separates him from other authors.

Tess of the D'Urbervilles (1891) is generally regarded as Hardy's finest novel which is considered to be the
brlliant tale of seduction, betrayal and murder. Hardy traces Tess’s life from the age of sixteen until she dies in her
carly twenties. Tess is an unusual girl, full of contradictory emotions and actions. On the one hand she is energetic
and independent; on the other she is shy and easily offended. It is helpful to see her as a character caught between
e old and the new social orders, independence and dependence, spirituality and passion.

The Phenomenal Usage of Dialect In Hardy’s Tess of The D'Urbervilles

The aim of this paper is an attempt to show that dialect is used to determine the status of the individuals.
Thomas Hardy uses a lot of regional dialect to differentiate between characters. The use of regional dialect in
creative literature enhances realism in the creative work. The appearance of dialect in his novels often seems to be
startlingly unreliable. Dialect is a helpful tool that an author may use in order to make his or her characters well-
mounded. By using a certain dialect for a character, the author is actually telling the reader more about the characters
Sackground without directly stating anything. The use of dialect makes the characters’ seem real. believable. It
Sangs the story and characters to life. Dialects are typically used in dialogue or in examples of a very clear and
smportant narrative voice.,

The dialect tends to be inflected with realism. In most cases there is a comical element in the use of low
Salects. Much dialect literature in the nineteenth century was written in the belief that dialects had unique
slationships with the lower classes and a distinctive capacity to express and an exclusive capacity to express their
canthly spontancous wisdom. But writing in dialect could also be adopted as a way of reproducing and preserving
e culture of the lower classes, which has always been regional and hence dialectal. Hardy often uses the dialect in
 &alogue, notably, Tess of the D' Urbervilles.

| minute
simply

In Tess of the D'Urbervilles, Hardy uses a lot of regional dialect to differentiate between characters. In this
#onel the character’s speech displays a number of features of the dialect spoken. Hardy’s job as an architect entailed
‘mesting many colourful local folk who spoke the rich and rough Dorset dialect. Tess parents are typical example of
s as they are very often heard speaking in the dialect. When Tess is distressed by Angel’s rejection of her after
- ®er confusion, the dialect breaks out. “Having begun to love™ ee, I love “ee forever(Hardy 35) The dialect is a
marker of her identity as a member of the peasant class that she can never absolutely do away with, but it also
ssdicates the layers of her personality — it’s something that is under the surface, which can always, bubble over.

The dialects are often used with the aim of creating distinct individuals in terms of their local and socio-
esitural profile. For example, the people in this novel are said to come from the Wessex area. an imaginary place,
“W8Sch in reality corresponds to Dorset, an area in the South West of England. Tess herself at home used the dialect,
ined to avoid itas much as she could when she was outside. Having a very good knowledge of the characters of
% dialect and wanting to make these people as real as possible, Thomas Hardy tried to represent the dialectal
in Tess of the D' Urbervilles.For example, the word Tess has been described as an adjective which in the
dialect means proud and conceited.

As Tess’s perspective is central one. the diction that surrounds her is language that she would have been able
estand, if notuse. Tess is not allowed any eloquence in speech; her purity lies in her simplicity: her complexity
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in unspoken feeling. Jean —Jacques Lecercle, in an article argues that “Tess is the object (as well as the subject) of
“the violence of language”. Violence in Tess of the D’Urbervilles is “primarily linguistic”. Starting from the
“Pedagogic violence™ of Angel's teaching, he shows how Tess's “natural language” is repressed by the articulate
language of dominant culture” (Lecercle,149), the “standard language” taught at school. Following Deleuze and
Guattari, Lecercle speaks of a process of “deterritorialisation / reterritorialisation™ (Lecercle, 151) Indeed the dialect
still on Tess’s tongue, whose characteristic of Tess’s intonation is the intrusion in her language of the dangerous.
potentially subversive, object —voice. Lecercle points out, “a striking parallel between Tess’s relation to language
and Hardy's™ (153) for an effect of the violence of language is probably, for Hardy and for Tess. the suppression of
that /r/ whose tone must have been part of the rich musical texture of the “natural” language heard in infancy.

Conclusion

Tess of the D'Urbervilles is an incredibly well written novel that uses so many allusions, symbolism and
allegory that each idea prevented is expressed in the most aristocratic way. The beauty of the novel lies in the
language and style of the novelist. This novel is such a warming piece of literature evoking real emotions in human
beings. Tess of the D’ Urbervilles is indeed a great work and no doubt the art of Hardy. The novel is not only a tragic
master piece but has its beautiful moments. Overall Tess of the D' Urbervilles is a novel which once read cannot be
forgotten. In this novel through the character of Tess, Hardy tries to bring out the essence of dialect that has been
portrayed in literature through language.
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